
Indigenous Peoples and Water Rights 

Junior High Lesson Plan  
 

Objective Students will explore one aspect of  Canada’s “water realities” – Indigenous 
perspectives on water. Students will delve into case studies that address issues 
of  Canada’s water and sanitation, and in particular, the status of  water on 
Canada’s First Nations Reservations. 

Title Respect the Water 

Subject Indigenous Peoples and the Right to Water 

Grade level Junior High (Alberta Grade 9) 

Time duration   2 class periods 

Materials • Video: The Story of  Bottled Water 
• “Water/El Agua,” from Talking With Mother Earth/Hablando 

con Madre Tierra, by Jorge Argueta  
• Yellow Quill Case Study Handout (provided with this lesson)   
• A River Runs Through It Case Study Handout (provided with this 

lesson)   
• James Bay Case Study Handout (provided with this lesson) 
• Natural Resource Transfer Agreement Case Study Handout 

(provided with this lesson)  
• Newscast Evaluation (provided with this lesson) 
• Internet Access 
• Indigenous Right to Water Video  

 

Learning Activities Preparation 

• Have students do a shared reading of  the poem “Water/El Agua” 
from the dual-language book Talking With Mother Earth/ Hablando 
con Madre Tierra, by Jorge Argueta, an indigenous Pipil Nahua 
author from El Salvador 
 

• Prompt: What do you think Argueta means when he says the water 
“turns everything into life”? What does he mean when he says water 
turns everything “into songs/ into colors”?  

• Background Information: Indigenous peoples believe that water 
cleanses the Earth and all living things. Babies begin their lives in 
water, and human life depends on it. Water is one of  the four sacred 
elements, along with wind, fire, and earth. Many ceremonies include 
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water; many sacred places are located next to water or at places where 
waterways meet. Indigenous lifeways are dependent upon and 
inextricably linked to water for the maintenance of  both physical and 
spiritual health.  
 

• Prompt: When Argueta writes that “Water is sacred./ It is the 
blood/ of  Mother Earth,” he is sharing Indigenous knowledge. How 
is this knowledge similar to Western scientific ideas on the water 
cycle?  

• Background Information: Human beings cannot survive without 
blood. Indigenous peoples also know that the Earth depends on her 
blood (the water). The water cycle speaks of  the continuous presence 
of  water on the Earth, going in cycles and through different states 
(liquid, solid, gas). Indigenous peoples speak of  the cycle of  water 
that happens every 28 days, with the movement of  the moon and 
tides and their connection to the female cycle. The female cycle can 
culminate with pregnancy and birth, with the child living in water for 
nine months and being born from water. Aboriginal peoples see all 
life as interconnected, with water as part of  the web of  creation. 
Indigenous peoples see the water as an ever-present force, circulating 
through the Earth in various ways, connecting people to land and 
unseen spiritual forces to everyday life.  
 

• Prompt: Why might Argueta have decided to include the words of  
his grandmother in this poem? What does this say about the place of  
elders in Indigenous society?  
Background Information: Elders pass on cultural knowledge and 
skills to the young; they are revered for their wisdom. Argueta is 
honouring his grandmother for the knowledge she has passed on to 
him. 
 

Learning Activity: Safe Water to Drink 

1. Screen the short online video The Story of  Bottled Water. Split 
students into small groups and have them create a summary of  the 
video in any format they choose (writing, illustrations, oral re-tell, 
performance). Have students present their summary to the class. 
After each presentation, conduct a peer assessment where students 
offer constructive criticism. After all the groups have presented their 
summaries, discuss the issue in the large group to consolidate 
understanding.  

• Prompt: Are there any common values between Indigenous 
worldviews and the viewpoint expressed by Annie Leonard in 
the video?  

• Background Information: Indigenous peoples believe that the 
water and land must be protected and preserved for the benefit 
of  the next seven generations and for the future of  all 
humankind. Annie Leonard speaks about preserving the Earth 
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and ensuring that everyone has access to clean water.  
 

• Prompt: How does the story of  bottled water affect your life? 
What impact does bottled water have on your community? Does 
this issue have a positive or negative impact for First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit people?  

• Background information: Annie Leonard says that 
governments should ensure that everyone has access to safe 
water. However, there are many hundreds of  on-reserve 
communities that do not currently have access to clean water. 
Find information on water quality on First Nations reserves via 
the Canadian Dimension article, the Council of  Canadians 
website at 
http://canadians.org/water/issues/First_Nations/index.html 
and via the CBC Archives at www.cbc.ca/news/politics/ 
story/2011/11/17/pol-water-quality-reserves.html. 
 

2. Show students the Indigenous Right to Water Video.  

Ask students to break into small groups and discuss what points in 
the video were most impactful to them. The teacher circulates to 
collect the focus of  each group and ensure they are on track. 

3. Have students read through each of  the case study handouts. Go 
through each of  the case studies and encourage students to highlight 
some of  the main points of  each case study. Ask students to write jot 
notes regarding each assigned case study. Invite the students to reflect 
and offer opinions on the information they have read. Facilitate a 
classroom discussion on the water issues as portrayed within the case 
studies. It is a good idea to put these questions on chart paper so you 
may look back and compare responses from the beginning and upon 
completion. Questions for the students to consider: 
 

a. Why or why not should Indigenous people have special 
consideration regarding their interest/perspectives on 
water in Canada?  

b. First Nations water concerns are unique because of  the 
relationship between federal and provincial jurisdiction, 
how would this hinder or improve Indigenous efforts? 

c. Water issues have been in the forefront for Indigenous 
people for decades, yet it is just now that we are starting 
to hear about these issues. How can we ALL make a 
difference regarding water? 
 

4. Divide students into four groups; each group will be assigned one of  
the case studies. The task of  each group is to find additional 
information about their story on the Internet and through other 
multimedia sources. Each group will present their topic as if  they are 
presenting a national news cast. Each of  the students should play a 
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different role. The students must first write and submit this newscast 
to the teacher for approval. Students should be able to provide 
additional background information that does not come from the case 
study handout. The news item should be no longer than three 
minutes. Students are invited to role play. Characters in this role play 
process can include but are not limited to: Investigative Reporter(s), 
Indigenous person(s), Corporation or Government Spokesperson(s), 
Producer, Camera person. Students should have a clear understanding 
of  their role and responsibilities within their group. When students 
have completed their project, they could investigate further into water 
concerns within their territory/community and throughout the world.  
 

5. Provide students with Newscast Evaluation rubrics for the peer 
review of  their presentation. About twenty minutes at the end of  the 
class following the newscast presentations should be allocated for 
classroom discussion: 
 

• Why or why not should Indigenous people have special 
consideration regarding their interest/perspectives on 
water in Canada? 

• Indigenous people water concerns are unique because of  
their relation between federal and provincial jurisdiction, 
how would this hinder or improve Indigenous efforts? 

• Water issues have been in the forefront for Indigenous 
people for decades, yet it is just now that we are starting 
to hear about these issues. How can we make a difference 
regarding water? 

• How can the classroom make a difference regarding water 
issues in Canada? 

 

Assessment Groups can be assessed on: 

• Group work skills 

• Involvement in class 

• Journal entry 

• Newscast 

• Peer review newscast evaluation 
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Activities for Extension 
and/or Integration 

• Have students organize a screening of  The Story of  Bottled Water at 
school. Then have them complete a survey detailing where bottled 
water is available (e.g., staff  room, cafeteria, breakfast/lunch programs, 
student lunches, special events) and how much is used in each location 
or at each event. Finally, have students create a plan to suggest 
alternatives and reduce or eliminate the use of  bottled water at school. 
As part of  the plan for action, have students write letters to the 
principal to explain the issue. To get them started, provide students 
with the following guiding questions: What kind of  chart do you need 
to create to carry out your survey? How might you determine how 
much water is used? (Count cases, take a visual inventory of  recycling 
bins, ask administrative staff…) What kind of  planning and strategizing 
will be involved in creating alternatives to bottled water?  
 

• Students create in a half-page report on their opinion of  the unequal 
treatment of  drinking water in Canada. The groups should hand in 
their discussion questions for the teacher to check for completion 
and/or thought. The possibility of  a more in depth report would work 
in this situation. The students could write a report on the water quality 
in a certain community in Canada (ie. Walkerton, North Battleford, 
their hometown, or someplace that is currently under a boil water 
advisory). It might help if  the chosen community has been in the news. 
 

Subject and Level 
Learning Outcomes 

(Alberta) 

This classroom activity will help students understand concepts introduced in 

Alberta’s grade 9 social studies curriculum, Issues for Canadians: 
Governance and Rights. Grade 9 focuses on citizenship, identity and quality of 
life and how they are impacted by political and legislative processes in Canada. 

Resources • http://www.safewater.org/PDFS/OWS/grade9ows.pdf 

• http://dragonflycanada.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2012/04/drgfly_water1LP.pdf 

• http://www.safewater.org/PDFS/OWF/OWF_Social_Studies/OWF_
SocialS_Water_Priv_Right.pdf 
 

For As the Rivers Flow: 

• http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-11720203.html 

• http://sisis.nativeweb.org/lilwat/pam.html 

• http://sisis.nativeweb.org/court/apr1297.html 

• http://www.uleth.ca/vft/Oldman_River/OldmanDam.html\ 

 

  For James Bay: 

• http://www.carc.org/pubs/v19no3/3.htm 

• http://www.carc.org/pubs/v20no2/7.htm 
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• http://www.sierraclub.ca/national/media/item.shtml?x=1036 

• http://www.lenntech.com/periodic-chart-elements/hg-en.htm 

• http://www.center4research.org/methylmercury2.html 

• http://www.perc.ca/PEN/1991-10/york.html 
 

For Yellow Quill:  

• http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2005/04/11/UNNatives-
050411.html 

• http://www.devp.org/devpme/eng/policies/pf-policy-2004-03-22-
eng.html 
 

For Natural Resource Transfer Agreement: 

• http://www.fnmr.gov.sk.ca/documents/lands/nrta1930.pdf 

 



 

 

 

 

In July of 1998, an Environmental Health Officer (EHO) from the Saskatoon 
Tribal Council began investigating the large number of serious health issues 

in the community and she was concerned it was attributed to the water. The 
EHO learned that Yellow Quill got its water from pumping water into a 
reservoir from a stream that only ran for a few days every spring. The EHO 

also learned that in that same stream, a town upstream dumped its sewage 
lagoon into the water each spring when the Yellow Quill reservoir was filling. 

“You could turn the tap on before and you could smell the sewer. That’s how 
bad it was. Our houses smelled like that, sometimes the inside, it smelt like 
that for days because of the water. Even when we didn’t turn on the taps you 

could smell it” Said Chief Whitehead in an interview with Saskatchewan Sage 
Magazine.  

 
Water quality on this First Nation was so bad that the residents were under 
“boil water advisory” from 1995 until 2004. Unfortunately this is not unusual; 

in fact it is the “norm” in many First Nation communities, yet for Yellow Quill 
it was something that had to be changed. Yellow Quill citizens banded 

together, they were concerned and they were also motivated to affect 
change. Their persistence, combined with that of the EHO and the help of 
scientists from the Safe Drinking Water Foundation slowly impacted the 

decision of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) representatives to 
endorse the first water treatment project of its kind. 

 
On April 11, 2005, the UN declared that (Ranked 7th) Canada's high ranking 
on the United Nations' human development scale would dramatically drop if 

the country were judged solely on the economic and social well-being of its 
First Nations people. According to the 2005 UN report, Canada would be 

placed 48th out of 174 countries if judged on those criteria. "Economic, social 
and human indicators of well-being, quality of life and development are 
completely lower among Aboriginal people than other Canadians," said 

Rodolfo Stavenhagen a United Nations representative. 20 percent of British 
Columbian Aboriginal people reported having inadequate water and sewer 

systems. There are no clear numbers regarding the condition of water 

YELLOW QUILL:  
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services on Aboriginal communities and while there are guidelines regarding 
water treatment, these are not enforced by government departments. This 

would be the same as having a guideline of 100 km/hr on the highway but 
people drive at their own speed and were never fined. Imagine how 

dangerous a highway would be if people drove at their own speed from 
20km/hr to 180 km/hr. 
 

Canada is the only developed country that does not have regulations 
governing drinking water. In 2004 Canada was the only country to vote “no”, 

declaring that water is “NOT” a basic human right. Canada voted against all 
other countries on this issue at the United Nations. 
 

There are often problems because First Nation reserves are under federal 
jurisdiction whereas environmental concerns are under provincial jurisdiction. 

Yellow Quill should not have happened. Yet within many First Nation 
communities this is a reality every day of their lives, often they have 
complained, but those complaints are not dealt with appropriately! Yellow 

Quill had to wait nine years before their boil water advisory was rescinded. 
Yet this is the reality in many First Nations; it is this dual jurisdiction and the 

lack of response that may cause irrevocable damage to the community and 
its members. In 1999, the EHO repeatedly requested Dr. Hans Peterson, 

Volunteer Executive Director of the Safe Drinking Water Foundation (SDWF), 
to become involved with Yellow Quill. In 2002 he moved to Yellow Quill and 
lived on the reserve for almost two years. He was instrumental in the 

development of a new water treatment system. It was an innovative 
approach to water treatment and was developed, piloted and implemented 

by Associated Engineering and WateResearch Corp. of Saskatoon. 
 
The Yellow Quill First Nation bio-membrane water treatment plant is the first 

of its kind in Canada. The bio-membrane process has a number of 
advantages including the fact that no chemicals are used in the biological 

process, which takes advantage of naturally occurring microorganisms to 
remove contaminates. A minimum amount of chemicals are required for the 
membrane process. Yellow Quill water quality is probably better than 

anywhere else in Canada right now. 
 

There is a Water Keeper rather than a Water Treatment Operator, paying 
attention to the spiritual and traditional well being of everyone in the 
community. This innovative approach is now being implemented in other 

Indigenous communities, presently Hans Peterson is working with Saddle 
Lake First Nation in Alberta and other Aboriginal communities who would like 

to safely drink their water without boil water advisory, and without 
unnecessary chemicals being added to the water and to the environment. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

In 1991, a year after some major uprising in “Indian Country” (Mount 
Currie, James Bay, Lonefighters, Oka Crisis), Milton Born-With-A-Tooth of the 

Peigan First Nation of Alberta organized an event to draw attention to the 
“illegal and immoral damming of waterways”. The tour began in Mount 
Currie, British Columbia and ended in Kanesatake, Quebec, yet other people 

on the tour also went to James Bay Cree settlement in Northern Quebec.  
 

Throughout this thousands of miles journey, participants would choose to 
fast (go without food or water or both) and pay homage (offer tobacco, 
prayers and songs) to the water spirits. The participants of the journey were 

housed and fed by various First Nations and church organizations across the 
country. They would stop at various dams along the way and would march 

across the structure and then have Elders and the medicine man and pipe 
carrier from Peigan First Nation bless the waterways. The participants 
believed that they needed to bring awareness to the issues regarding the 

protection of Mother Earth and her water ways. Today’s rivers are no longer 
controlled by Mother Earth rather they are controlled by human choices. 

Humans determine how much water the rivers will contain and where these 
waters will go. Damming the veins of Mother Earth is akin to blocking major 
arteries of a human being, nothing good can come out of it. 

 
Damming rivers has effects such as mercury poisoning and flooding threats. 

The As the River Flows Tour 1991 provided an opportunity for Indigenous 
people to come from all over Canada to go to Kanesatake on its one year 
anniversary and reflect upon uniting all Indigenous people in the cause of 

protecting the environment. 
 

In 1990 in Mount Currie, British Columbia the Lil’Wat Nation had a stand off 
with logging companies; they put up a barricade in support of the 
Mohawk at Kanesatake. They brought attention to their solidarity as a nation 

that would not allow the “destruction” of Mother Earth.  
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On May 20, 1911: 
“We claim that we are the rightful owners of our tribal territory, and 

everything pertaining thereto. We have always lived in our country; at no 
time have we ever deserted it, or left it to others. We have retained it from 

the invasion of other tribes at the cost of our blood. Our ancestors were in 
possession of our country centuries before the whites came. It is the same 
as yesterday when the latter came, and like the day before when the first 

fur trader came." Stl’atl’imx Nation Chiefs, 1911 (Declaration of the Lillooet 
Tribe).  

 
In the 1920s the headmen of Lil’Wat traveled to Ottawa to the 
parliament to make their concerns known. The traditionalists of the Lil’Wat 

Nation ascertain that as a sovereign nation they have never given up that 
sovereignty. Furthermore that the Canadian and B.C authorities were 

forcibly occupying their lands. Lil'Wat Elder Lahalus (Loretta Pascal), 
testified with great dignity at the Ts'peten (Gustafsen Lake) trial April 9, 
1997. "I am Lil'Wat, one of the people of the land. Canada came after us. 

We have our own laws... the people are our constitution," Lahalus said. "We 
are spiritually, emotionally, and physically connected to Mother Earth -- one 

of our laws is to protect Mother Earth and all her children... It isn't just an 
environmental issue; the survival of our nation is in jeopardy. We are 

connected to the land in all ways.” Participants of the 1990 standoff joined 
“As The River Flows Tour” to bring their message to other Aboriginal 
participants on the tour, everyone learned from each other. The tour began 

in Mount Currie, and then went to the Peigan Nation. 
 

In 1990 the Peigan Nation through the Lonefighters society opposed two 
issues: the illegal logging on traditional territory, and the damming of the 
Old Man River. Active resistance on the Oldman River Dam came from a 

group of Peigan men, the Peigan Lonefighters Society, who in August 1990 
began to divert the river using an excavator to render the multi-million 

dollar dam useless. The claim was simple, the government of Canada was 
intruding on sacred Native land, land owned by the Blackfoot Nations. 
According to Milton Born with a Tooth, "the Oldman River is located in 

Blackfoot Nation's territory, something we have always taken as being within 
our own domain. We all grew up by the river, and that's how the river has a 

personal attachment to myself and the people. So that's what drove us to do 
what we did on August 3, to let the people know we still had this connection 
to the river." In August 1990, resistance turned violent when Peigan 

Lonefighters shot at the dam construction workers. Milton Born with a 
Tooth was later arrested for trespassing, and endangering lives, he spent 

three years in jail. 
 
Yet in 1991 Born with a Tooth arranged this tour to draw attention to the 

blatant enforcement of environmental disasters that could have been 
averted. Canadians must realize that our water cannot be forgotten, 

protection must happen so our water remains pure and drinkable.  

 



 

 

 

 

The James Bay Cree hold traditional territory in Northern Quebec and much 
of their traditional territory has been flooded due to the Quebec 

government’s hydro projects. The Inuk (Inuit) also have substantial territory 
in the James Bay I & II dam sites and they, (particularly the women) are 
very concerned about the impacts. A study was done by Suzanne Hawkes 

entitled “Unheard Voices of the James Bay II and the women of 
Kuujjuarapik.” This hydro project was the largest in North American history. 

The traditional ways of life and territories have been changed forever, while 
the James Bay Cree and Inuk have been monetarily compensated, that 
compensation does not make good the damage that the northern 

environment has been subjected too. This project was developed without 
environmental impact assessment studies. If it had been developed 

according to today’s standards it would have never been authorized to 
proceed. 
 

Quebec launched their hydro development with James Bay I in 1971 and 
within four years the James Bay Cree were uprooted from their traditional 

land base, they were provided with modern houses, a hospital, a hockey 
arena and other such material advantages. With those advantages came a 
cost that future generations of James Bay Cree would pay dearly for, the 

mercury in the waters which is caused by flooding forests, and alcoholism 
plagued the people. 

 
Mercury occurs naturally in the environment and is especially abundant 
within the Canadian Shield. Mercury contamination has turned the water 

undrinkable and the fish inedible. When the rivers were dammed, the 
greatest impact was the mercury contamination. Vast forest tracts were 

flooded and the byproduct of this was the subsequent biodegradation of a 
massive quantity of organic matter, this resulted in methylamines and 
release of dangerous high levels of mercury into the ecosystems. The 

microbe of methyl mercury accumulates in the food and becomes 
concentrated in the flesh of predators, including humans. Mercury has a 
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number of effects on humans, they can be simplified into the following 
symptoms: disruption of the nervous system, damage to brain functions, 

DNA damage and chromosomal damage, allergic reactions: resulting in skin 
rashes, tiredness and headaches, negative reproductive effects, such as: 

birth defects and miscarriages. In the years between 1982 and 1987, 
mercury levels doubled among the Cree who continue to practice traditional 
fishing for consumption. Methylmercury contamination can accumulate in fish 

and in the food chains that they are part of. The effects that mercury has on 
animals are kidney damage, stomach disruption, damage to intestines, 

reproductive failure and DNA alteration. We probably will not know the full 
extent of the effects of mercury poisoning in the James Bay area for a few 
more years. 

 
In the 1990s the James Bay II project was beginning, one inhabitant of 

Fort George, Margaret Cromarty commented “God promised He wouldn’t 
flood the Earth again, but Hydro Quebec went ahead and did it anyway…” 
The transplanted inhabitants of Chisasibi struggle with their traditional value 

systems while Euro Canadian and non-Aboriginal philosophies encroach. 
 

In 1991, the James Bay Cree took their protest to New York which was to 
have a contract with Hydro Quebec, (Quebec was making more power than it 

needed and was exporting it to the various northern states). Environmental 
protection groups placed a full page ad in the New York Times with a picture 
of 10, 000 drowned caribou that died because of the James Bay project. With 

pressure mounting from environmental groups both internally and 
internationally, Quebec opted out of the Great Whale or Phase II James Bay 

project. Hydro Quebec is exploring other options and damming in a smaller 
level, giving some consideration to environment. 
 

The effects on the northern environment will never be reversed. Though we 
can look at the advantages brought to us by electricity, we must remember 

what has happened and how we can prevent future environmental disruption. 
We are the caretakers of the land, Mother Earth deserves respect. It is only 
when one recognizes the impacts and the environmental effects of the 

Hydro projects that one is able to make a sound decisions and that decision 
should not be made based on monetary benefits. Rather the focus should be 

what are the environmental effects and how can we ensure the earth for 
future generations. When waters become contaminated then what can we do 
to replace this precious natural resource?.  

 



 

 

 

 

Under the terms of First Nation numbered treaties signed throughout the 
prairie provinces in the late 1800s, crown land was set aside to be used by 

the Indians for traditional hunting, fishing and gathering. The Natural 
Resource Transfer Agreement which took place in 1930 transferred control 
over natural resources from federal jurisdiction to provincial authority. 

Treaty First Nations have difficulty with the 1930 NRTA that was passed 
without consultation of Aboriginal peoples. This gave the province jurisdiction 

over crown lands that were formerly under federal legislation. 
 
There has been apathy and mistrust of government departments, because 

much has been done to exploit our natural resources. Treaties were 
agreements that were signed between two nations and those agreements 

never stated that the crown lands would be transferred to the provincial 
control. 
 

One of the provisions of the treaties was that land would be set aside to 
accommodate Status Indians based upon their population at the time of 

reserve surveys (1890s- 1930s). Many reserves were shortchanged lands 
and it was only after the 1990 Oka uprising/Crisis that Treaty Land 
Entitlement (TLE) Framework Agreement began within the Prairie Provinces, 

it was also at this time that it became important to make amendments to the 
NRTA to ratify and accommodate the TLE. If the NRTA had not taken place 

then First Nations would have control over the natural resources in their 
territories. Rather than the provinces getting money from uranium and other 
mining endeavors, these monies would be that of the First Nations whose 

territory was mined. In November of 2004 the Supreme Court of Canada 
made a decision regarding the provincial crown having a legal duty to consult 

with First Nations regarding land and resources. Amendments to the NRTA 
must take place to accommodate co-management of natural resources by the 
First Peoples and the federal/provincial governments. 

 
A large portion of a "prime woodlot" within Alberta is undergoing some 

controversy since the government wants to give forestry companies cutting 
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rights located within the traditional territory of the Lubicon Lake Indian 
Nation. "Rather than concluding a settlement with the Lubicon Nation," 

Lubicon Chief Bernard Ominayak said in a letter published in the Edmonton 
Journal (Spring 2005), "Alberta is once again trying to unilaterally assert 

jurisdiction by selling off the very lands and resources under dispute to oil, 
gas and forestry companies." 
 

Aboriginal groups have long maintained a claim to the land for traditional 
uses, but also want to explore economic benefits associated with any plans 

for industrial development such as forestation, oil revenue, uranium mining 
and other acts which takes resources from Mother Earth. Aboriginal groups 
have also maintained that they have never given up the rights to their 

ancestral lands and rather it was the federal government without their 
consent that passed jurisdiction over the lands to the provincial authority. 

 
If the NRTA was repealed or challenged the rights of Aboriginal people would 
change forever, with significant economic impact. The fact is that without the 

NRTA the traditional lands of Aboriginal people would go back to the first 
peoples for economic development. If the NRTA is determined to be null and 

void since Canadian Aboriginal people were neither consulted nor approved, 
Aboriginal people would get their land back. Canada is not the only country 

that has taken away economic benefits from natural resources for the 
indigenous peoples. 
 

The United Nations declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, section 
12 states “Indigenous peoples have the right to practice and revitalize their 

cultural traditions and customs.” Although the declaration will not create any 
legal obligation, it also pertains to return of cultural articles and intangible 
cultural property which was taken without their consent. Huge land bases 

were taken from Canadian Aboriginal people without their consent. 
The NRTA works for provinces providing them with revenue to maintain 

programs and institutions. Natural resource revenues represent the sale of 
natural capital assets. Natural resource endowment belongs to all provincial 
residents, including those who are not born yet. It should be treated as 

capital, and reinvested, so as to confer benefits on each province's citizens 
over a long period of time; an establishment of a heritage fund is a good 

idea. The provinces should invest the capital, and only spend the interest it 
generates. It is important that every province be able to wisely invest and 
spend the money made from natural resource revenue. It is also important 

that provincial governments ensure that Mother Earth is protected and the 
resources are sustainable for future generations 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 4 3 2 1 

Quality of 
presentation 

Captivated interest of 
the class. Provided a 
clear precise picture. 

Captivated some 
interest of the class. 
Clear picture. 

Occasionally 
Captivated interest of 
the class. 

Did not captivate 
interest of class. 
Subject was unclear. 

Organization 
of 
presentation 

There was a clear 
structure to the 
newscast. The 
process of the 
newscast was 
explained and sources 
were cited. Smooth 
delivery. 

There was some 
structure to the 
newscast, the process 
was explained and 
some sources cited. 

There was little 
structure to the 
presentation or 
newscast and any 
stated guidelines were 
not adhered to. 

There was no clear 
organization or plan; 
students look as 
though they just 
“winged it”. The 
newscast was jumpy. 

Participation 
of 
Group 
members in 
the 
presentation 

The entire group took 
turns presenting the 
topics and each 
provided insight on the 
topic presented. All 
members of the 
groups were in the 
newscast. 

Most of the group took 
turns presenting the 
topics and some 
provided insight on the 
topic presented. ¾ of 
the group members 
were in the newscast. 

Half the group were in 
the newscast and 
presented the topic 
and no other group 
members were 
involved in 
presentation. 

One member 
presented the entire 
topic and no other 
group members were 
involved in 
presentation. There 
were one or two 
people in the 
newscast. 

Time 
management 

Newscast was 
between 2- 3 minutes. 
Used time well 
throughout and got 
done in time allocated. 
Allowed for 2 minute 
discussion at end. 

Newscast was 2- 3 
minutes. Used time 
well throughout, but 
may have rushed on 1 
or 2 points. Allowed 
time for discussion at 
end. 

Newscast went well 
over 3 minutes. 
Presentation in time 
allocated but was 
unorganized and did 
not allow time for 
discussion. 

Newcast was under 
two minutes or well 
over 3 minutes. There 
was no time for 
discussion. 

 
 
Total: _____ 

 

GROUP PRESENTATION NEWSCAST EVALUATION 

 
 

Name: _____________________    Date: ___________________ 
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